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lead thee. Thy countrymen have both bows and arrows
with which they might defend both thee and themselves,
and I have no weapon save a cloak full of clouts, and yet
I dread me that mine enemies will rob me, and perad- j8a
venture take thee away from me and defile thy body, and
therefore I dare not lead thee3 for I would not, for a
hundred pounds, that thou hadst a villainy in my
company.'
And she said again: — 'Richard, dread you not; God
shall keep us both right well and I shall give you two
nobles for your labour/
Then he consented and went forth with her. Soon
after, there came two Grey Friars and a woman that came
with them from Jerusalem, and she had with her an ass,
which bore a chest and an image therein, made after Our
Lord.
Then said Richard to the aforesaid creature: —'Thou
shalt go forth with these two men and the woman and I
will meet thee morning and evening, for I must get on
with my job and beg my living/
So she did after his counsel and went forth with the
two friars and the woman. And none of them could
understand her language, and yet they provided for her
every day, meat, drink, and harbourage as well as they
did for themselves and rather better, so that she was ever
bounden to pray for them.
Every evening and morning, Richard with the broken
back came and comforted her as he had promised.
The woman who had the image in the chest, when
they came into good cities, took the image out of her chest,
and set it in worshipful wives' laps; and they would put
shirts thereon, and kiss it as if it had been God Himself.
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